
Intermountain West Water Year 
2018 Wrap-up

Zach Schwalbe

October 16, 2018





COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Water Year 2018: 4.46”
2nd driest on record
Record driest WY 1950: 4.42”
1981-2010 Normal: 10.19
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Water Year 2018: 8.06”
Driest on record
2nd driest WY 1950: 9.00”
1981-2010 Normal: 18.50
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Water Year 2018: 2.08”
Driest on record
2nd driest WY 1959: 3.17”
1981-2010 Normal: 7.77
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Emery County, Utah

Water Year 2018: 3.74”
Driest on record
2nd driest WY 1974: 3.90”
1981-2010 Normal: 8.76



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER













Fall/Winter 2018-2019
Seasonal Outlook

Becky Bolinger

October 16, 2018



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

??



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Key Messages
• A weak-to-moderate El Niño is likely to form in the next couple months

• General drier to the north, wetter to the south pattern… but where will the 
dividing line end up?

• El Niño is not good news for the northern CO mountains snow season. But a 
strong El Niño could be good for the Four Corners

• An increased risk of wet extremes and decreased risk of dry extremes in the 
southern half of the IMW could mean drought relief is on the way

• Expect warmer than average temperatures still, but maybe not quite as warm

• And maybe we can cross our fingers for a good spring blizzard!



Thank you

http://climate.colostate.edu/~drought


