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http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/research/cag3/co.html
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http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/research/prelim/drought/st005dv00pcp.html
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Colorado 
Precipitation 
Ranking
1895-2005

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/research/prelim/drought/st005dv00pcp.html



Climate divisions defined by Dr. Klaus Wolter of Climate divisions defined by Dr. Klaus Wolter of 
NOAA'sNOAA's Climate Diagnostic Center in Boulder, COClimate Diagnostic Center in Boulder, CO



Division 1Division 1–– Grand Lake 1NWGrand Lake 1NW
Grand Lake 1 NW
2006 Water Year
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Division 2 Division 2 –– Grand JunctionGrand Junction
Grand Junction WSFO

2006 Water Year
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Division 3 Division 3 –– MontroseMontrose
Montrose #2

2006 Water Year
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Division 3 Division 3 –– CochetopaCochetopa CreekCreek
Cochetopa Creek
2006 Water Year  

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

OCT

NOV

DEC

JA
N

FE
B

MAR

APR

MAY

JU
N

JU
L

AUG

SEP

Months

A
cc

um
ul

at
ed

 P
re

ci
pi

ta
tio

n 
(In

ch
es

)

30 Year Averages-1971-2000 Max Year - 1957 Min Year - 2002

Period of Record Average - 1949 - 2002 2006 Water Year 2nd Min Year - 1950



Division 3 Division 3 –– Mesa VerdeMesa Verde
Mesa Verde NP
2006 Water Year 
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Division 4 Division 4 –– Del NorteDel Norte
Del Norte 

2006 Water Year
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Division 5 Division 5 –– Colorado SpringsColorado Springs
Colorado Springs
2006 Water Year 
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Division 5 Division 5 –– PuebloPueblo
Pueblo WSO

2006 Water Year
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Division 5 Division 5 –– Buena VistaBuena Vista
Buena Vista  

2006 Water Year 
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Division 5 Division 5 –– Canon CityCanon City
Canon City

2006 Water Year 
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Division 6 Division 6 –– Cheyenne WellsCheyenne Wells
Cheyenne Wells
2006 Water Year 
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Division 7 Division 7 –– AkronAkron
Akron 4E 

2006 Water Year
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Division 7 Division 7 –– BurlingtonBurlington
Burlington

2006 Water Year 
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Division 8 Division 8 –– Boulder Boulder 
Boulder 

2006 Water Year
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Division 8 Division 8 –– CheesmanCheesman
Cheesman

2006 Water Year 
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Division 8 Division 8 –– KasslerKassler
Kassler

2006 Water Year

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

OCT

NOV

DEC

JA
N

FE
B

MAR

APR

MAY

JU
N

JU
L

AUG

SEP

Months

A
cc

um
ul

at
ed

 P
re

ci
pi

ta
tio

n 
(In

ch
es

)

30 Year Averages-1971-2000 Max Year - 1915 Min Year - 1956
Period of Record Average - 1899 - 2002 2006 Water Year Accumulated 2002 Water Year Accumulated



Division 8 Division 8 –– Fort CollinsFort Collins
Fort Collins

2006 Water Year

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

OCT
NOV

DEC
JA

N
FE

B
MAR

APR
MAY

JU
N

JU
L

AUG
SEP

Month

A
cc

um
ul

at
ed

 P
re

ci
pi

ta
tio

n 
(in

ch
es

)

30 Year Averages-1971-2000 Max Year - 1961 Min Year - 1966

Period of Record Average - 1890 - 2002 2006 Water Year 2002 WY



Dec 2005 maximum temperaturesDec 2005 maximum temperatures



Dec 2005 minimum temperaturesDec 2005 minimum temperatures



Dec 2005 Average Dec 2005 Average 
TemperaturesTemperatures



Dec 2005 precipitation Dec 2005 precipitation 



December 2005
Precipitation

http://www.ocs.oregonstate.edu/prism



WY 2006 precipitationWY 2006 precipitation



3 Month SPI3 Month SPI



6 Month SPI6 Month SPI



12 Month SPI12 Month SPI



24 Month SPI24 Month SPI



48 Month SPI48 Month SPI



Fraction of Colorado in DroughtFraction of Colorado in Drought
Fraction of Colorado in Drought 

Based on 48 month SPI
(1890 - December 2005)

0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1.0

18
90

18
92

18
94

18
96

18
98

19
00

19
02

19
04

19
06

19
08

19
10

19
12

19
14

19
16

19
18

19
20

19
22

19
24

19
26

19
28

19
30

19
32

19
34

19
36

19
38

19
40

19
42

19
44

19
46

19
48

19
50

19
52

19
54

19
56

19
58

19
60

19
62

19
64

19
66

19
68

19
70

19
72

19
74

19
76

19
78

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

Year

Fr
ac

tio
n 

(in
 p

er
ce

nt
)



12 Month SPI12 Month SPI



Projected Conditions at 0.2 Probability Level Projected Conditions at 0.2 Probability Level 
12 Month SPI at 6 months12 Month SPI at 6 months



Projected Conditions at 0.5 Probability Level Projected Conditions at 0.5 Probability Level 
12 Month SPI at 6 months12 Month SPI at 6 months



Projected Conditions at 0.8 Probability Level Projected Conditions at 0.8 Probability Level 
12 Month SPI at 6 months12 Month SPI at 6 months



48 Month SPI48 Month SPI



Projected Conditions at 0.2 Probability Level Projected Conditions at 0.2 Probability Level 
48 Month SPI at 12 months48 Month SPI at 12 months



Projected Conditions at 0.5 Probability Level Projected Conditions at 0.5 Probability Level 
48 Month SPI at 12 months48 Month SPI at 12 months



Projected Conditions at 0.8 Probability Level Projected Conditions at 0.8 Probability Level 
48 Month SPI at 12 months48 Month SPI at 12 months



Drought Monitor MapDrought Monitor Map



Denver Intl Airport 
Daily Temperature Departure from Average

from December 1, 2005 through January 16, 2006

-40

-30

-20

-10

0

10

20

30

40

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

Date

D
ep

ar
tu

re
 fr

om
 A

ve
ra

ge
 (d

eg
re

e 
F)



Colorado Climate CenterColorado Climate Center
Colorado State UniversityColorado State University

Data and Power Point Presentations available for 
downloading

http://ccc.atmos.colostate.edu
– click on “Drought”
– then click on “Presentations”


