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Highlights of the 2007 Water Year Highlights of the 2007 Water Year 
in Coloradoin Colorado

Photo courtesy Rich Keen, Coal Creek Canyon, December 2006



Colorado Snowcover
As of January 7, 2007

http://rapidfire.sci.gsfc.nasa.gov/subsets/?AERONET_BSRN_BAO_Boulder



As of February 15, 2007

Colorado Snowcover

http://rapidfire.sci.gsfc.nasa.gov/subsets/?AERONET_BSRN_BAO_Boulder



Water in the Snowpack during early February and the Total 
Precipitation for the months of December and January

Yellow - water equivalent measured by coring/melting as reported by Cooperative 
Observers

Light Blue - water equivalent measured by coring/weighing as reported by NWS
employees

Boxed - total precipitation for December and January as reported by 
Cooperative Observers

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/crnews/display_story.php?wfo=pub&storyid=5870&source=0



A Very Bad Day – Holly Tornado
March 28, 2007



A Cold Easter
Rocky Ford COAGMET

Rocky Ford COAGMET

Easter



Highlights of Water Year 2007

• Wet October 2006

• December 2006 Snowstorms

• Persisting snowcover and cold 
(E. Plains)

• Holly tornado March 28, 2007

• Early snowmelt and dry May 07

• Hot summer with spotty storms

• September rains especially 
West Slope



A closer look at the climate of 
the 2007 Water Year in Colorado

Sunset, November 2006



Water Year 2007 Temperature Departures 
from 1971-2000 average

Water Year 2007 Temperature Departures
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CoAgMet Temperatures 
Kersey, Colorado

Hotchkiss, Colorado



January 2007 temperature 
departure from average (Prism)



February 2007 temperature 
departure from average (Prism)



WY2007 Snowpack Accumulation and Meltout

Photo courtesy NRCS



University Camp Snotel



Joe Wright Reservoir Snotel



Hoosier Pass Snotel



Month by Month Precipitation



October 2006 precipitation as percent of average (Prism)



November 2006 precipitation as percent of average 
(Prism)



December 2006 precipitation as a percent of average 
(Prism)



January 2007 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)



February 2007 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)



March 2007 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)



April 2007 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)



Winter (Oct 2006 - April 2007) precipitation 
as percent of average



May 2007 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)



June 2007 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)



July 2007 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)



August 2007 precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)



Summer 2007 (May–Aug) precipitation as a 
percent of average (Prism)



CoCoRaHS September 1-25, 2007 precipitation by County



Water Year 2007 (through August 2007) 
precipitation as a percent of average (Prism)



Boulder Water Year 2007
(through August 2007)

Boulder 
2007 Water Year
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Colorado Precipitation in Historic Perspective

Most recent 12-month period (Sep 2006 – Aug 2007)
(Period of record 1895 – 2007)



Reservoir Storage Levels
Colorado Statewide Reservoir Levels on October 1st

for Years 1997- 2006 and Sept 1, 2007
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Drought Monitor



And How About CoCoRaHS?

• Hundreds of new observers, 
especially from other states

• Added 10 new states to the 
program since we last met



CoCoRaHS Precipitation map for Oct 26, 2006



CoCoRaH Precipitation map for Dec 21, 2006



CoCoRaH Precipitation map for Dec 29, 2006



CoCoRaHS Precipitation map for April 25, 2007



CoCoRAHS Precipitation map for Sept 25, 2007



Boulder County CoCoRaHS 
Accumulation for Water Year 2007

CoCo RaHS Accumulated Precipitation
for Boulder County
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For More Information, Visit the
CoCoRaHS Web Site

Support for this project provided by 
NSF Informal Science Education Program, 
NOAA Environmental Literacy Program
and
many local charter sponsors.

http://www.cocorahs.org



Colorado Climate Center

Data and Power Point Presentations 
available for downloading

http://ccc.atmos.colostate.edu
– click on “Drought”
– then click on “Presentations”


