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The IDSCU was developed as part of a 
unique project that was initially funded by 
the Colorado Water Institute, Colorado 
Agricultural Experiment Station, Colorado 
Cooperative Extension and several water 
users (Northern Colorado Water 
Conservancy has contributed the most to 
this effort).
The purpose of the project was to ask 
water users what their needs were and 
develop tools to meet those needs.

IDSCU



 As a result of that effort the 
Integrated Decision Support Group 
(IDS) has developed a model that is 
widely used to calculate ET called 
IDSCU.

Consumptive Use Modeling



 IDSCU is distributed through the web 
and maintained with funding from 
NCWCD, CAES and Cooperative 
Extension.

 Model can be downloaded at:
 www.ids.colostate.edu/projects/idscu

IDSCU







IDSCU Capabilities
• Calculate ET based on multiple methods.
• Ability to compare ET from different methods.
• Ability to calculate ET for any size area from a 

single field to whole canal/river systems.
• Ability to access weather data from the web.
• Ability to import historical data (acreage, crops).
• Ability to allow user to enter user derived ET.
• Ability to handle  multiple water supplies.
• Ability to create templates for different areas.





IDSCU Template Information
Templates provide the following information:

Crop Characteristics
Crop Coefficients
Weather Data
Water Supply Data

















Preparing a CU Input File from a 
Database

The user can use either Access or dBase.
The user maps the fields in the database to 
corresponding model data.











Thank You! 
Questions?

www.ids.colostate.edu


